Approved For Release 2007/06/22 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100010159-8

AT e

THE CHRISTIAN SCIZHCH MONITOR

1.

3V (Jodfre\ Sparlngr
‘Staff correspondent of .
) g h? Cnrxshan Science! ,iomtoru

g et T W Jshmgwn

Premoﬁnt Ford has narrowpd his . vice-
presidential candidates down to two —Donald -
H. Rumsfeld and George W. Bush — ‘and he
has put them into prominent pcmtlons where
- either would be vxewed asa logxcal cho;ce for
theNo 2spot..* SRR

“This’ evaluatxon ‘comes- from a Wasnmﬂton
source who has for years had access to Mr..
Ford's thinking on political issues:+ )
i *:George Bush was Ford’s. ongm No
,ch0|ce next 10 Rockefeller,” this source says:
“Then cam= Rumsfeld, close to Bush.”

'I‘hxs informant was involved in the * :»creen-.

m(j "of Nelson A. Rockefeller before Mr, Ford
named Rim ¥ s
-GOP Iezcers around the United States and -~
found irere would be no serious objechon
raised o such an appomtment o
2 ‘-’c-rm 2r, 3 White House source, who agrees
‘with 52 hesis'that Mr. Ford probably would -
give inzs2 two men the *first look” when he
gets arcuné 1o naming his running mate, sees .
Mr. Rum ‘.»f=id more, hke]y to get the nod
than Mr. Buesh, . -
-- This source. conterds that Rumsfeld not
Bush,. w2s the next man on President Ford’s '
list for the vice-presidential selection, a.fter
-Rockefelier, and that Bush was third. - <

- 1In-1572, when Congressman Gera]d Ford
was part of 2a effort to displace former Vice- .

President Spiro T. Agnew on the national
ticket, he let it be known that his first choice

then was Rockefeller and his- second chmce
Rumsfeld—

Vice-President. He checked with .

. nouncement is that a Ford- Peacra_n txc}\et now.

j November ]9r ;‘

STAT

Mr 'Ford and .»ir ARu:':’*’ :d have’ corme

-even closer fogether during the last veariin
. their President-chisf of swa™l relutiorship.

Hence-speculation that gives the new Qecre-,_

ary of Defense the inside track” on- the- vige~"

presxdency thh the new head of the CL
close second. - R

- Sources here also say tnat Llhot L: Puchardo i

. son: has moved one step closer to.* oher
things” by accepting the Commerce SAcre~ 3

tary slot. But they contend that Hir. Rxchard-'»
son s being groomed for secretarv-ef-state
. service —not the vice-presidency.’ -
iMr._RxcharE:on it seems, might alienate #

some-of - the “very " -people-thal were; Tmost ™
unhappy’ about Neioon Rockefel}nr,."'the
conservatives.. - ] )
_,VGAeorge. Bush, GOP ‘national chairman;
steered a careful course of loyalty to Richard
Nixon, evén though he was known to hold
. private misgivings about Mr. I\nmn s deport—
ment in Watergate, "I o
He might be the pre‘erence for “Vide-.
pre31de-nt -among _the- conservativa-oriented’
Nixon loyalists — over NMr: Rumsfeld who'is .

ate
Where does Ron.ald Reagan fxt xrto all th s"

Tbe implicaticn in the opening up of the vice ,

‘presidential -slet by Mr. Rockefeller’s .an-

§s a possibility. :

newed by many Pepub’rcans as a- "nodar—' R

i Perhaps. But not to':; hkalv as seen here i
Mr, Rcagan 2lready has -szid he is .not’

interested in being Mr. Ford’s running mate. *

And while he deoesn’t say so — and will not |
until the last minute — the Presxdenf’s ov.n
preferences lie elsewhere. :

. The ovtcome of primary coniests betweon
Messrs. Ford 2nd Reagan could cause both

men to revise their views on 2 Reagan wce" '

presidential siating. . .. .. o« |
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